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moſt important offices in Bengal, 1 . 
ſiderable benefit from his ſuperior ſkill in Perſian 


Revenue Accounts, 


Tuis firſt attempt to diffuſe the knowledge there- 
of, by the Art of Printing, 
IS INSCRIBED, 
IN TOKEN OF ESTEEM AND REGARD, 
BY HIS 
SINCERB, FRIEND AND 


FAITHFUL SERVANT, 


FRANCIS GLADWIN. 


Calcutta, Auguſt, 170” © 2 hy 


* 
——— * 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
— 


HEN the Mohammedan Princes conquered 
Hindoſtan, and deprived the Rajahs of ſo- 
vereign ſway, by appointing Omrahs over every 
province, for the adminiſtration of juſtice, and ſet- 
tlement of the revennes, although theſe new gover- 
nors were totally ignorant of the Hindy language, 
and at the ſame time had in their ſervice many na- 
tives of Iran and Turan well verſed in Perſian 
arithmetic, ſtill they could not fo far overcome na- 
tional prejudice, as to be able to introduce the Per- 
fian mode of book-keeping, but were conſtrained to 
continue in office the Hindoo ſcribes who kept 
their regiſters and accounts as formerly. 


No attempt was made to alter this courſe under 
the Mohammedan Princes for ſomewhat more than 
four hundred years, till in the reign of Akber, the 
celebrated Sheik Fizy, brother to the great Abulfa- 
zel, having tranſlated from the Hindy into Perſian 
a Book entitled Lilawotee, which is a treatiſe on 
Hindoo arithmetic, the Emperor expreſſed ſo much 
ſatisfaQtion on the occaſion, that ſeveral other learn- 
ed men of his court were ambitious of recommend- 
ing themſelves by the ſame purſuit. Amongſt them 
were Abi Rihan Meſhedy, Khojeh Shah Munſoor 


(8 ) 
Shirazy, Khojeh Atha Beg Cazviny, and-Khojeh 
Nizameddeen Ahmed Bukhſhy *®. Theſe ſet to 
work, and tranſlated the Hindy W and ac- 
* 4— into Perſian, with a view of bringing the lat- 
ter language into generalulc : their plan, however, 
was not then adopted. But afterwards in the 27th year 
ol the ſame regin, or A. H. 991, the Grand Vizier, 
Rajah Tudermull, carried the deſign into execu- 
tion. He directed that the Hindy accounts and 
regiſters ſhould be diſcontinued, and the Perſian 
mode ſubſtituted in its ſtead throughout the empire. 
The cumberſome Hindoo Poot,hies, or books, were 
now diſuſed, and the public accounts and regiſters 
preſerved on diſtindt Ferds, or, leaves of paper T. 


The Mohammedans at that time had but liule 
Kill in Perſian arithmetic and book-keeping, but 
their deficiency. was ſoon made up by the Hindoos, 
who applied themſelves with great aſſiduity to the 
ſtudy of Siyak, and are to this day the beſt account- 
ants in the empire. At firſt ſuch accountants were 
held in high eſtimation, but as their number encreaſ- 
ed very rapidly, individuals of courſe ſoon loſt their 
conſequence ; however an able Mokurrir is always 
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© Author of the Tebecat Akbery. 


; + This regulation, howevez applied only to the public records, and to tranſ- ; 
actions immediately with government in the revenue and other departments z 
in private concerns every one was left at full liberty to act as he pleaſed ; 
but in courſe of time the Perfian mode has obtained ſo generally throughout 
Hindoſtan, that Siyak is now become an eſſential qualification for the mer» 
chant, as well as for the financier, | 


( ot ) 


fore to meet with good employment in Hindoſtan, 
as much time and labour are required for the attain- 


ment of a perfeft knowledge of the various detail of 
revenue buſineſs. They are moſtly of the Koyt 
tribe, but about Penjab and Multan ſome Kheyte- 
ries alſo are very {kilful in this branch of learn- 
ing “. 


The Siyak characters are all contraftions of Ara- 
bic words, but as this mode was immediately adopted 
from Perſia, it has obtained the name of that country: 
in like manner as we call our figures Arabian, on ac- 
count of our having received them from that nation, 
but in fa they are the Hindeſeh, of Hindoo origin, 
as may be ſeen by comparing our figures with thoſe 
pow uſed in Bengal, viz. x -I. 2-N. 3-Y. 4-8. 


SC. 6-4, 7-4+ 8- v. 9-8. 10-) 0. 


Ms. GrApwix begs leave to obſerve, that the 
following compendium of Siyak Accounts is the firſt 
ſpecimen of the ſort that has yet appeared in print, 
the types having been made purpoſely for it. En- 
couraged by the liberal ſupport hitherto afforded, he 
preſumes to aſſure himſelf of enjoying on this occa- 
fion alſo, the patronage of his honourable employers, 
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| written in the reien of Avrungzeeb. 
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for the benefit of whoſe ſervants on the Bengal Eſta- 
bliſhment the work is principally intended : and in 


the event of his expectations herein meeting with ſuc- 


ceſs; it is his intention to publiſh a curious and valua- 


ble collection of authentic financial records, for the 
acquiſition of which he is indebted to his friend 


Captain Kirkpatriek. 
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NUMERATIO Nc 


Ten times Ten — One Hundred, 


One Hundred Thouſand—One Lack, 
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One Hundred Crore One Anb. 
One Hundred Arb One Kherib. 
Que Handred Kehrib —— One Neel. | 
One Hundred Neel One Puddem. 


Ten Hundred One Thouſand. © 
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| Obſerve, that Annas are diſtinguiſhed from Gundahs by 
the ſtroke being laced to the left of the former, and on the 
* tter. 


$ 


— 


8 £ 1 511 0 „ os "Cy — 
5 , sd os os - la N 
if £ — — Fr — „ 0 —p — 90 
97 — . i ee | 3 
% — . [1] [io [95 | — |? 
+I [VE [nl [mor lor pm [ren 
% (- |. (i. ae % | 
5 2 2 . 21 0 [REES [9% | > 4LL) 
il If I — . loi | 5" 
_ — . e Bs. | | 1 n 
ES] = 585 * P4044 2:4947 * 219p4y 


201 10 N 7 07 K ky — aq g er 291 
a 140" 9190437" fo dug, fjuo Furag *$4243040qa pug 4% e 44G 


* * - 
" 
— = — mmm. 


83 42 


1 — 


* 
© 
= 1 
2 i 
. 
CY 
, * 
- 
| = . 
« 


* 


3 ; 
_ 4 —w , N 
9 


8 

: * nes 
| +” + 

7 


| 17 Hp Jo uongen 


n e eden ie paurquos 


erben 0o 9] Bly 


=_ 


1] 2241 29%p | 


— 


$3294 01 A De $1 1]- 


— 


MULTIPLICATION TAB L E. 


To 


9 


nnn 
CRAZE 
$ II TD 


= 


© © 0 


758555 


9 


011 10 
66 | — 0 
98 0 
4. | 
99 | DO 
55 [DH 
* [FD | 
ff 120 
Zh [= 
2 
11 e Tl 
JJC ̃ N!V . ILT CET LT OR 


* — m8 —— — — A „ = 


1 1081 W%— [061 192 — 188 7 
1 191 0 111 Wo Og1 | IO 
o |: Wo 851 Fa 1991 |J—yg 
WIF—H 9% 1 0 881 1 — o 70 
WA. 801 3 Jr IH o 9 —0 
0 %%% — 9 |56 =o |oo1 * 
1 |: — 94 2 198 - 
Og —0 |#5 Ye; d [9 [0 
xt e ee [wo [of [=o ee o t | 
Sr 
9 U . Aye | [gr | PAI vi [6r. | yo 91 OT | ** Ti 


avs IL. Tory ty I of 1 | ag ne EAT 11 [oF1 WES 


a) 
WEIGHTS ani MEASURES: 


—  ——____ 
CALCUTTA BAZAR WEIGHT, 
5 Siccas, make 1 Chattac, 
10 do, — 2 do. 
15 do. m— 3 do. 
20 do. — 4 do. or 4 Seer. 
25 do. — 5 do. 
30 do. — 6 do. 
35 do. = 7 Ot. 
40 do, — 8 do. or + Seer, 
45 do. —— 9 do, 
50 do. — 10 do. 
55 do, — 11 do. 
60 do. — 12 do. ; 
65 do, — 1; do. 
70 do. — 14 do. 
75 do. — I; do. 
80 do. — One Seer. 
40 Seer, — One Maand, 


The Bengal Faflory Maund, and it's fractiona! parts 
| reduced to Engliſh Avoirdupois Werght. 


lb. Or. ats, Aer. 
A Maund of 72 Siccas, « 74 10 10 666 
20 beers, IP 2 : r 


18 10 10 666 


2 


N 3 


DIFFERENT WEIGHTS. Siccas to the Sceri 
Calcutta, and 24 Pergunnahs, - . 80 
Burdwan, Biſſeupoor, Pacheet, Nudes Rajltby | 

Bhooſnah, and Jeſſore, - 60 
Bheerbhoom, — — 58 10 
Hooghly, Midnapoor, a Tunlock, Hijlee, Morſhe- 

dabad, Chittagong, Purnea, - - 82 
Bhettooreah, Dacca, * * . 82 10 
Backergunge, * - . 97 11, 
Patna, Benaris, - 1 x — 3 
Luckypoor, - * P 92 
Rajemahl, Mongheer, = - - 84. 
Bhagulpoor, . - - 101 
Dinagepoor, Chunar, . . Fa 96 

Bylbet, - - . 80 5 


Fyzabad, Corah, Cawnpoor, ae 6 . $3 
Ferukhabad, - - — - 100 
Allahabad, - - - - - 104 
Mirzapoor, a - = - - - 60 


Gorahghaut, Rungpoor, — - . 58 
CALCUTTA CLOTH MEASURE, 
1+ Fingers, make one Inch. 

18 Inches, —— Haut, or Cubit. 


36 Inches, or 2 Hauts, Gua, or Yard, 


GRAIN MEASURE. 


4 Ketchas, or Pyſa, make Chuttac 

4 Chuttacs, « . — Pow, or 3 Seer. 

4 Pow, - <- <- - - — " 

5 Seer, „ ——o» Peſſayree, or, Palee. 


8 Peſſayries, . =——— Maund. 
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8 Poppy Seeds, - 
8 Muſtard Seeds, 
8 Grains of Rice, 
8 Rutties, 
12 Maſhas, 


FEWE 
4 Maſhas, 
3+ Tanks, 
96 Tanks, 


Note The Rutty is Troy Grains, 
The Maſha, 
The Tolah, ; 


44) 
COLDSMITH's 


WEIGHTS. 
make one Muſtard Seed. 
Grain of Rice. 
— — Soorkh, or, Rutty; 
Maſha. 

—— Tolah. 


2. 171 

17. 528 

210» 336 

LLER's WEIGHTS. 
make one Tank *. 
— — olah. 

Aſſar, or, Seer. 

Or Troy Grains, 70. 112. 


LAND MEASUR E. 


20 Unſwanſeb, make one Pitwanſeh. 

20 Pitwanſch, — yah. 

20 Tiſwanſeh, n— inch. 

20 Biſwanſeh, Biſwah. 

20 Biſwah, Beegah, or, Jereeb, 

| 0. 

16 Gundahs, make one Cottah, or, Biſwah. 
20 Cottahs, Beegah. 


N = — * 
- 4 1. 4 * 
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The Crouh, or Coſe, conſiſts of 100 Tenabs of 50 llahee, of 
Akbery Gu, or 400 Bamboes of 121 Guz each, By ench of 
theſe Meaſurements a Coſe contains 5000 Guz. | 


6 Hairs of a Mules tail, 


make one Barley-corn. 
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CHITTAGONG LAND MEASURE, 


4 Cowries, 
2- Gundahs, 
z6 Cannees, 


make one Gundah. 
Cannee. 


— nc, 


MIDNAPOOR LAND MEASURE, 


make one Peedka. 
Ghoont. 
2 —_— Maun, or, Beegah. 


— ä —ä — Bauty. 


CLOTH MEASURE. 


OF MONEY. 


Ih REVENUE ACCOUNTS, 


j . 

4 Cowries, 
_ Gundahs, 
if Anpay 


make one Gnndah, 
Anna. 
— — Rupee, 
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Cowry- Account in BENGAL and Ox168x, 


4 Kerants, | make one Cowry, 
4 Cowries, Gundah. 
20 Gundahs, Pun. 

16 Puns, Khawn. 


Note. The Market price of Cowries varies in Calcutta from 
60 to 70 Puns per Rupee, 


i MERCHANT's ACCOUNTS 


12 Pie, ; make one Anna. 
16 Annas, ——  Rupcc, 
Note, The Pie is an imaginary coin, as well as the Curzent 
Rupee. ; 
25 Cheetils, make one Felcoſe. 
2 Felaoſe, — Tangeh. 
35 Tangehs, Rupee. 


Rupee and Annas, reduced into Dams. 


Dams, 
1 Anna, - @ —_ 2 1 N 
2 do. - - 5 
3 do. . . . 71 
4 do. - — 5 10 
5 do. - - - 12 2 
6 do. — — — o 15 
7 do. ot - - 7 K 
8 do. - - pn - 20 
9 do. — - - 22 1 
10 do. - — - * 25 
11 do. * — - 27 1 
12 do. — ” - 3 
13 do. 2 — - - - 32 $ 
14 do. . 8 " 35 | 
15 do. - - 26 
16 1 * ©. wa 


t #9) 
Series uw coined is the BIuOAL Mints, 
Weights, | Fineneſt. 
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Si a 
— ang, xd 006 e 
Biers Rupee, » - +» 7 nu 13 dots. 
Note. Engliſh fandard gold coin is 22 carats of fine gold and 2 carats of 
alloy in the pound weight Troy; and the French, Spauiſh and Flemiſh gold 
are nearly of the ſame fineneſs. The pound weight is cut into forty-four parts 


and an half, each current for 21 Shillings. 
The ſtandard of filver is 11 ounces and two penny weight of Glvery and 


48 penny weight of alloy of copper. 
— a Os 
FACE. 
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Coined in 1204 for the uſe of the Seven Climates by Snan 
ALuM Badſha, the Shadew of the Grace of God, IE: 
Mobammedan Faith, . 


4 v1 
I SEE 7 1 
„61 27 22 


Struck at Monſbadalad in the 19th year of his fortunate and 
bappy reign, 
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The quarter, eighth and ſixteench of the Gold Mobur and 
Rupee, from their ſize, can only be impreſſed with part of the 
 _ Juccer Szar, the famous Banker, prevailed on Jarrizn 

Knan to adopt the ſyſtem of annual recoinage, and to eftabliſh à 
regulation that the Sicca Rupee ſhould decreaſe in value in the 
2d, zd, and 4th years, in the proportion of 116 to 111, by which 
Government derived an advantage of about 2 per cent. duty on 
recoinage, eſtimated to yield a revenue of three lacks per an- 
num; whilſt the Shroffs enjoyed the remainder (being the greater 
part) of the above-mentioned annual reduction in the value of the 
Rupee after its firſt year's currency, and which reduction amounted 
to nearly 5 per cent. 

The Engliſh Government in order to relieve the community 
from fo grievous and oppreſſive a tax, came to a reſolution in 
A. D. 1772, that from the commencement of the 12th year of the 
reign of the preſent Emperor, the Sicca Rupee ſhould ever after 
paſs current at its original value within our provinces. On this 
account the 12th, 15th, and 19th years of the reign are continued 
to be ſtamped on the coins ſtruck fince that period, but the date 
of the-Hejra denotes the year in which they were aQually coined, 


Different kinds of Rupees uſually brought to the Calcutta 
Mint to be coined into Siccas. 


Weight, Better than Englifp 
2 2 fandard. 
dtr. ęri. dwts. 
Benares Sicca, 7 61 104 to 11 dwts, 
Lucknow Rupee, 1 7 10 | 
French Arcot, 7 8 6 
Engliſh do. 7 8 $ - 
Surat do, 7 9 Worſe 1 dwts. 
Benares Treſolee, 7 4 Worſe 5 dwts. 
New Narrainy, $ 4 
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Copper Pice, or Felugſi. 


AOR. 
eee 


SHAH ALUM BADSHA, uy 


REV IEA A1. 
The 224 year of the reign. | =. 


Two Pice make one Anna, There are alſo ſubdivifions of 
3,1, and Z. The two laft paſs current at g very conſiderable 
loſs, which falling chiefly on the poor and induſtrious claſſes of | 
natives, it is heartily to be wiſhed that Government would cali in 
theſe ſmall coins, and aboliſh them altogether. 


OF TIME. 
60 Bepuls, make one pal. 
60 Puls, Ghurry. 


60 Ghurries, or 8 Pahrs, ———— Day and Night, 


Note, At the equinoxes the day and night Phar are of equal 
length, each conſiſting of 8 Ghurries, of 22+ Minutes; but at 
other times they differ from ſeven to nine ghurries to the Phar, 
inſtead of eight, In ordinary calculations the Phar is computed at 
three hours, 
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The Ighurian Cycle of 12 Tea. 
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12. Tunkooz, or the 


11. Eyt, or, the Dog. 
At the end of each of theſe Names they add the word Il, figni» 


fing year, 


8. Ku, or, the Sheep. 9. Beetch, or, the Monkey. 10. Tekha- 


ka, or, the Cock. 


the Crocodile. 6, Ilan, or, the Snake. 7. Yoont, or, the Horſe. 
Hog. 


or, the Tyger. 4. Tewiſhkan, or, the Hare. 5. Lomry, or, 


2 
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7 

Arabian Lunar Months Perſian Months, 

is Days, 
Mohurrem, * Firverden, 5 ' 
Sefer, -29 | Ardibehſhr, 31 
Reby, 1, 30 | Khoidad, | 31 
Reby, Us. 29 | Teer, 5 31. 
Jemady, 1, | 30 } Amerdad, 31 
ſemady, 2, 29 | Sheriwur, 32 

ejeb, 30 1 Mehr, 30 

Shaban, | 29 J Aban, 4... 0 
Ramzan, 30 | Azer, 29 
Shawal, 29 | Dey, 29 
Zilkadeh, 30 | Bahman, 30 
Zilhejeh, | 29 | Isfendiar, 30 


Note. The Numbers of days in the Bengal months, vary in- 
e ith 8 


Ne Revenue Year of Hindeſtan. 

In Iran and Turan, the year commences with the ſpring, and 
there is no diſtinction of harveſts, the ſettlement of the revenues 
being made for the whole year, It is alſo a rule in thoſe kingdoms 
to reckon the commencement of the monarch's reign from the firſt 
of Firverdeen, notwithſtanding he may have actually aſcended the 
throne ſome months ſooner, and the Emperor Akber in imita- 
fion of this cuſtom, ordered that the beginning of his reign ſhould 
be dated from the firſt of Firverdeen, although he came to the 
crown near a month earlier, 

The Feſtival of Nowroze, or, New-Year's day, was firſt ce- 
lebrated on the 1ſt of Firverdeen, when the ſun enters Aries, by 
Gemſhid an ancient King of Perſia, 

In Hindoſtan the year commences on the firſt of Mehr, or 23d 
of September when the ſun enters Libra, which may be conſidered 
as the end of ſummer and beginning of the autumnal ſeaſon. As 
the ſucceſs of the harveſts in Hindoſtan, depends ſolely on the pe- 
riodical rains, if they are favourable in the commencement of 
Khereef, the Hindoos reckon both harveſts ſecure, on which 
account, from time immemorial, they have kept their books, 
and calculated the collections of the revenues after this manner, 
This is the true epoch of the Hindoſtan revenue year, although It 
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is pretended by the Mohammedans to be the badge of conqueſt, 
which was begun in autumn, by Sultan Shahabeddeen, who ſay 
they accordingly directed that the year ſhould commence at that 
ſcaſon. - 
The Hindoſtan Revenue Year” is divided into two harveſts 
Khereef, and Rubbee, if the Khereef is in Sich Il, the Rub- 
bee will be in Yoont Il, or if this be in Yoont Il, the other will be in 
Pars Il, In Iran and Turan, where the Ighurian calculation is 
preſerved entire, the diviſion of their Cycle of twelve years is uſed 
at the commencement of ſpring ; but in this country, the year 
commences with autumn on the 1ſt of Mehr. The Khereef com- 
prehends ſix months from the firſt of Mehr to the end of Isfendiar 
or 178 days; and the Rubbee fix months conſiſting of 187 days, 
reckoning from the firſt of Firverdeen to the end of Sheriwur, 
altogether 365 days. | | 

The above account is taken from a Perſian Du/fforr ul Amel, 
written in the reign of Aurungzeeb. The Bengal year however 
commences on the firſt of Byſak, anticipating the crops fix 
Months. We cannot obtain any information regarding the origi- 
on of this difference, but Abulfazel in the Ayeen Akberry obſerves, 
that in Bengal the ſubjeQs pay their annual rents, in eight months 
by inſtalments, Neither have we been able to trace out the occa- 
ſion of the difference between the Bahar and the true revenue year 
of Hindoſlan: but it is to be hoped Mr. Burrow * will, in time, 
unravel all theſe difficulties. 


— — 
_ 


—— C—— — 


This learned and ingenious gentleman, is now employed by Lon o 
ConnwaLrti in meaſuring à degree of Longitude and Latitude. 
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and the tranſlations annexed, will enable any perſon to 
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